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orth of the retail franchise

sprawl that of late has

gripped Danbury Road, and

north of the historic downtown whose

brick building blocks protect a lengthy

town green, there is a section of New

Milford that has rebuffed the lure of

suburbia and retained its characteris-

tically rural Litchfield County heart

and soul. Known as Gaylordsville, the

community that borders Sherman was

effectively settled in 1725 when Ensign

William Gaylord showed up and pieced

together a log cabin. This Victorian farmhouse is not that cabin. Nor is its story over. The 3,400-square-foot house,

one which stands prominently on a

20-acre parcel of the eponymous

Gaylord Road, represents a later

generation of this desirable commu-

nity’s origins. It is a residence on the

bloodline, being that it was built in

1900 by a direct descendant of the

aforesaid settler. Native resident

John D. Flynn, along with the Gay-

lordsville Historical Society, last

year put out an edition of his book,

“The History of Gaylordsville Con-

necticut.” While the text largely de-

scribes the overall Gaylordsville

hamlet, and cites its distinction as one of the innumerable sleep sites of General George Washington, it specifically

mentions this address. “There were several Williams in the Gaylord

family over the years, and one of them built the large house south of the

school,” stated Flynn, who also listed a few later occupants and their im-

pact. “It has undergone extensive remodeling and at one time housed a

deluxe restaurant, known as Brookhill Manor.” Likewise, listing agent

Irit Granger noted how the interior of the home has been greatly reno-

vated over its generations, as is evident in its modernized and spacious

kitchen with the granite countertop island. But it also boasts a new roof,

has three fireplaces, and on the main level features an office with a sepa-

rate entrance. Further, a detached carriage house has been converted

into a two-bedroom flat. “And it is next to the original schoolhouse,” said

Granger, “and the original cemetery where all the Gaylords are buried.”    

By Jack Coraggio

The house that kept its soul

I N  T H E
D E T A I L S  
Listing: William Pitt

Sotheby’s International Realty

Price: $699,000 

Bedrooms: 4    Baths: 3 

Acreage: 20

Year built: 1900

Do you have a home for sale with a

story? We’d love to tell it. Share with

Alec Johnson at ajohnson@rep-

am.com
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N
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This 1900 Victorian Farmhouse was built in Gaylordsville on Gaylord Road by a
member of the Gaylord family.

Much of the interior has been renovated and updated, such as the modernized
kitchen with granite countertop island.

s part of the

“Roxbury In-

siders” series,

David Leite and journalist

Joseph Montebello will

take part in a lively con-

versation about Leite’s re-

cently-published book,

“Notes on a Banana, a

Memoir of Love and Manic Depression” — described as

a candid, courageous, and funny story of family, food,

mental illness, and sexual identity — on May 20, at 1:30

p.m., at Roxbury’s Minor Memorial Library. The book is

Leite’s unflinchingly honest, yet

tender memoir of growing up,

accepting himself, and turning

his love of food into an award-

winning career. He includes his

attempt to “turn straight”

through Aesthetic Realism, a

cult in downtown Manhattan, his

becoming a writer, cookbook au-

thor, and web publisher, and his 24-year relationship

with Alan, known to millions of Leite’s readers as “The

One,” which began with (what else?) food. Details: 860-

350-2181; www.minormemoriallibrary.org. 

The food of love ... or the love of food

he South Britain Congregational Church, at 693 South Britain Road in Southbury, will hold a “South

Britain’s Got Talent or Not!” show on May 20, at 7 p.m., with entertainment and fun that includes young

and old, singing, bells, comedy, new acts, all followed by refreshments. Those attending may vote on a fa-

vorite act by bringing canned food for the Southbury Food Bank. Tickets in advance are $10, adults; $5, children un-

der 13; $30, family maximum; they are $12, adults and $7, children, at the door.  Details: 203-264 5890;

www.southbritainchurch.org 

Talent maybe, fun definitely!

oga in the Garden will take place behind the

museum at Litchfield’s White Memorial on

May 17 and on May 24, from 8 to 9 p.m. Par-

ticipants will practice gentle Vinyasa yoga, amid

singing birds, morning breezes, and the warmth of the

sun. Class will be followed by an optional brief guided

meditation. The all levels, all ages program requires

no prior yoga or meditation experience. Bring a mat

and water, and sunscreen/bug repellant if desired.

Each class is $10, with a portion of the proceeds going

to the White Memorial Conservation Center. Judith

Ehrman-Shapiro is a board certified movement thera-

pist, a nationally certified counselor, and a registered

yoga teacher. She owns and operates the Evolving

Center, a private practice, in Litchfield. Details: 860-

309-9489.

Yoga in the garden
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Left to right, 
Richard 
Schoonmaker.
Bob Bradley.
Dick Walter,
John Bradley.
at the 2015
talent show.

A good time 
to go 
tip-toe-ing

Sal Defini photos

Y


