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US property | The Berkshires area in Massachusetts

is a fine autumnal sight, which makes it even more

appealing to overseas buyers. By Troy McMullen

There’s gold in
them thar hills

otted with farms and  charm. And ly turns chas. brid “The Berkshires has never
unkempt the thedes there
area known as the Berk-  are few landscapes in the US that are still a popular second-home really been asecret to
shires in the b ‘weekend destination for the peoplewdw want the
of western Massachusetts  The first uulemenu in the area  outdoor-minded from New York and
has long been a beloved slice of the  were recorded in the mid- mm,md the rest of New England, the area — outdoors and nature’
American, within a century the which 0,000
Bordering New York state tothe west,  developed into a foothold I‘urmw- -ummymwmm;u
-and cunnecﬁmuundwrmonun the m:,mlmnl!yenmgeduﬂm politi-  well as Americans from the rest of the
1y, Its rolling By thelate 19th  country, many foreign buyers are Strengthening economies in New
hills are home to picturesque villages eenmry. vmlthyvs industrialists had  increasingly drawn to the region. York and Boston, each about three
and towns that exude New England  descended on the area, away, and from where the
s rise in sales in the past year, says Dan ‘bulk of high-end property buyers in the
Alden, an estate agent with William Pitt Berkshires isalso
Sotheby's International Realty. ? buyer confidence, adds Alden. “A
“The: has never been ‘stronger stock better corporate
a secret to peoplewho want the out- ecarnings and lower umployment
doors and a bit of nature,” he says. “But hlmlleulhoouwlhll
its appeal was mostly regional, Now in the towns and vil-
Mmbngu-lhem lages that make up the area rose 17.2 per
d bed: “Traditionally, vacation property eenzlnlheymmmno:swmmnd
thauemehnhzlpedmmnkelhe house ona mmwouldbehuu[wmmhlmn with the. period - year before,
10- of the b
Annual cu}hlnl events include Tangle- h kerand  th AR). of
wood music festival, which is the sum-  $2.45m ownar of Stone House Pmpuﬂu in private sales in that period lncreued
mer home of Boston Symphony Orches- West Stockbridge. “There are now mwcumh:xmupuyt
tra; Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, in the jor music
town of Becket; and the Williamstown d th hat draw peopl time in the The number
‘Theatre Festival. oftheyear.” ol lmmu available for sale fell 17.8
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per cent in ux_- year to this July,

kinds of property development that you
‘might see in other vacation areas,” says
Keith Ross, a senfor adviser for estate

agency LandVest,
“That keeps the market for vacation
homesindesirable areas very tight."
A total of 26 homes priced at
000 and al sold in August

2014, which was up 8.3 per cent on
the same period in 2013 and a 62 per

the property features a gym, massage

room 5
Farther south, in Alford, near Great
Barrington, a 35-acre property Is
listed by estate

for $4.3m, The home was built in 2003
on a ridge near the centre of the town
and includes three bedrooms and

15q {tof living s, New York and southern New England,”
The Berkshires also includes a  says Alden,
small sliver of Connecticut, mainlycon-  Sotheby’s is marketing a 10-acre
sisting of bucolic towns in the north-  property in Salisbury with views of
eastern part of the state surrounding  Salmon Kill Valley, an area with pro-
Litchfield Hills. tected farmland, for $245m,
7 lisky dLakeville i The foarbédroom maln BN kIS
are very to il d measures
d from 5,641 ft."Th
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bar, games room, Infinity pool, out-
‘buildings and a garage that can house up
toninecars,
Because of the Berkshires year-round
A b

f holiday-

the popular mountainous areas near
Great Barrington or the lakes in South
County can fetch up to $1,300 a month
Inthespringand summer:

Homes in towns including Lenox
and Pittsfield rent for about $1,200
permonth,

“The rental market here is very tight
so high-end rent
immediately,” says Thunfors, whose
firm trades in home sales and rentals,

the Berkshires and the sustained

and renters.”




