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il Fiona Dogan believes that there are pros and cons to buying both older

and newer homes. Photo Credit: Contributed

Prospective homebuyers often begin their search for their dream home
with a specific vision of what kind of house they hope to find. Some
dream of a warm and inviting 1920s Tudor with cozy nooks and dark
hardwood floors; others envision a bright, newly built center-hall
colonial with an open-floor plan, finished basement, walk-in closets and
cathedral ceilings. Each buyer is looking for something different, and
older and newer homes have their pros and cons.

Antique and older homes are highly appealing because of their history
and the interesting people who have lived under the slate roofs and
gabled facades of these enchanting Colonials, Tudors, and Victorians.
Incredible period detail such as stained glass windows, secret
staircases, attic bedrooms, carved mantels, and stone fireplaces are
often found in these houses. However, they also can come with tiny
kitchens, ancient appliances, detached garages, and a lack of modern conveniences. The utility systems in older homes can often present
challenges for today’s buyer if the heating, air-conditioning, water and drainage systems need updates or repairs. In addition, roofs, leaders
and gutters should be carefully assessed, as water damage over time can cause significant structural deterioration if not taken care of. Still, if
new construction leaves you cold, nothing beats moving into the warmth and graciousness of a well-preserved older home.

New homes can be a true delight to own, since everything is usually in excellent working order and under warranty from the builder for one to
six years. Architects often maximize light, space and flow in a brand new house, and buyers benefit from a home built with today’s young
families in mind. Kitchens and family rooms are often combined in an open layout. Basement space is maximized with extra bedrooms,
recreation space, wine cellars and media rooms. Master bedrooms may be accented with tray or cathedral ceilings, his and her closets, and
even a study or office. Additionally, a good builder will add the charm and detail found in an older home by installing attractive mouldings
throughout, adding stone or ornate wood mantels to fireplaces, and replicating old-style kitchen cabinetry.

My advice as a Realtor is to find the home you love, then hire a reputable engineering inspector to assess any needed or desired

renovation. If you love the home, a few repairs and upgrades will always be worthwhile.

Fiona Dogan is a Licensed Realtor® in the Rye office of Julia B. Fee Sotheby’s International Realty. She is a Westchester Five Star Real
Estate Agent, Platinum Award winner, and an Accredited Buyer Representative. For more information, please contact Fiona Dogan

at: fiona.dogan@jbfsir.com or visit her website at www.fionadogan.com.

Fiona Dogan, Julia B. Fee Sotheby's International Realty is proud to support community news & The Rye Daily Voice.

Visit fionadogan.com to learn more.

Get Breaking News In Your Inbox

Popular

1 Drowning Victim, 22, ID'd; Stepson Of Schools Superintendent

2 Severe Storms Could Cause Flooding In Rye

3 Yonkers Man, 22, Drowns In Surf Off New Jersey Shore

4 Just In Time For 'Shark Week,' New Sighting Is Reported Off Long Island
5 Feds Raid 'Subway Guy' Jared Fogle's Home In Child Porn Investigation

http://rye.dailyvoice.com/real-estate/lhome-buying-advice-old-world-charm-v-brand-new-construction

17


http://ads.n-ws.org/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=25914__zoneid=9__cb=39d5ab3d9a__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.steppingstonesmuseum.org%2FExhibits%2FTravelingExhibitGallery%2Ftabid%2F370%2FDefault.aspx
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Frye.dailyvoice.com%2Freal-estate%2Fhome-buying-advice-old-world-charm-v-brand-new-construction&region=follow_link&screen_name=ryedv&tw_p=followbutton
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Frye.dailyvoice.com%2Freal-estate%2Fhome-buying-advice-old-world-charm-v-brand-new-construction&text=Home%20Buying%20Advice%3A%20Old-World%20Charm%20V.%20Brand%20New%20Construction&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Frye.dailyvoice.com%2Freal-estate%2Fhome-buying-advice-old-world-charm-v-brand-new-construction
http://ads.n-ws.org/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=21858__zoneid=6__cb=b0ec252e9b__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westchestermedicalcenter.com
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Frye.dailyvoice.com%2Freal-estate%2Fhome-buying-advice-old-world-charm-v-brand-new-construction
http://rye.dailyvoice.com/news/feds-raid-subway-guy-jared-fogles-home-child-porn-investigation
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Frye.dailyvoice.com%2Freal-estate%2Fhome-buying-advice-old-world-charm-v-brand-new-construction&text=Home%20Buying%20Advice%3A%20Old-World%20Charm%20V.%20Brand%20New%20Construction&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Frye.dailyvoice.com%2Freal-estate%2Fhome-buying-advice-old-world-charm-v-brand-new-construction
http://rye.dailyvoice.com/
http://rye.dailyvoice.com/news/severe-storms-could-cause-flooding-westchester-county
http://rye.dailyvoice.com/news/drowning-victim-22-idd-stepson-schools-superintendent
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Frye.dailyvoice.com%2Freal-estate%2Fhome-buying-advice-old-world-charm-v-brand-new-construction
http://ads.n-ws.org/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=25492__zoneid=49__cb=77262053e9__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fambins.com%2Fproducts%2F
http://ads.n-ws.org/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=25524__zoneid=7__cb=57706826e2__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mollymaid.com%2Flocal-house-cleaning%2Fny%2Fwestchester
http://www.fionadogan.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Frye.dailyvoice.com%2Freal-estate%2Fhome-buying-advice-old-world-charm-v-brand-new-construction&text=Home%20Buying%20Advice%3A%20Old-World%20Charm%20V.%20Brand%20New%20Construction&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Frye.dailyvoice.com%2Freal-estate%2Fhome-buying-advice-old-world-charm-v-brand-new-construction
http://rye.dailyvoice.com/news/just-time-shark-week-new-sighting-reported-long-island
http://rye.dailyvoice.com/real-estate
http://rye.dailyvoice.com/news/yonkers-man-22-drowns-surf-new-jersey-shore
http://www.fionadogan.com/
http://rye.dailyvoice.com/real-estate
http://rye.dailyvoice.com/real-estate
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Frye.dailyvoice.com%2Freal-estate%2Fhome-buying-advice-old-world-charm-v-brand-new-construction
http://www.fionadogan.com/
http://rye.dailyvoice.com/real-estate
http://www.fionadogan.com/

